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Failure to consider and answer it explains why so
much discussion of world affairs leads to so little
result. Counsel is darkened by argument leading no-
where, for the simple reason that the disputants have
never really considered where they are trying to go.
What is the practical use of discussing the state of
the world as a whole unless there is some agreement
as to what the purpose of life on this earth should be?
To answer that question we must dare to consider
what life is, and what are the ultimate realities. We
can reach and express our conclusions, each for our-
selves, without presuming to say that we know the
end and object of life, that we know what life and
reality are. Before we begin to talk of knowing we do
well to consider what knowledge is and what are its
limitations. I dare to assert that plans for reforming
society have little value when framed by people who
have not sought to answer these questions and are
not prepared to state what answers they find.
We are told by the churches that divine revelation
has answered these questions, or has answered them
enough for practical purposes. The human mind, it
is held, cannot answer such questions for itself. A
sufficient knowledge for practical guidance has,
therefore, been given through supernatural channels.
The truth was conveyed in visions or otherwise to
the minds of prophets and was placed on record in
their writings for the guidance of men. The divine
authority of these men was often attested by their
visible power to work miracles. The belief of St. Paul
in the teaching of Jesus was finally based on belief
that the person of Jesus had risen from the grave, and
had made himself known after physical death on the
cross to himself and to many disciples. It was clear to
St. Paul that, were he convinced that Jesus in person
had not made himself known to his followers after
death by supernatural means, the faith that he
preached would be worthless.

